
Help Save Our Saddlebreds 

On Thursday afternoon at the 2007 Ken-

tucky State Fair during a get together at 

Jessie Pettieôs suite at the Executive Inn, 

David Jampsa approached Saddlebred 
Rescue with the extremely generous idea 

of donating a stallion service to Undu-

lataôs Nutcracker owned by Schones & 

Jampsa LLC.   

Nutcracker is one of the rising-star sires 

available to the public, he is sired by the 

Worldôs Champion performer and pro-

ducer CHCaramac and out of the cham-

pion-producing The New York Timesô 

daughter Christmas In New York ERB.  

 Rated by Saddle Horse Report as the 

2007 Number One Sire of In Hand 

Worldôs Champions, Undulataôs Nut-

cracker was represented at the Kentucky 

State Fair this year by Undulataôs Dream 

Team, ASR Futurity of Kentucky 

Weanling Worldôs Champion; Weanling 

Breedersô Stake Worldôs Champion 

Alde-Marôs Crystal Pistol; and Yearling 

Breedersô Stake Reserve Worldôs Cham-

pion Nuttinô Doing. 

This extremely generous donation was 

auctioned off at the awards luncheon 

during the 2008 ASHA Convention in 

Lexington Kentucky.  Promptly as 12:30 

pm Alan Balch introduced auctioneer 

Walt Robertson to handle the duties of 

selling this donation.  Bidding on site 

quickly went up beyond the actual cost 

of the fee.  The final bids were phone 

bids as those bidding couldnôt be at the 

luncheon.  The winning bid of $12,000 

was made by Kathy Capsuto and Paula 

Schmidt.  The attendees gave a thunder-

ous ovation for both Kris Schones and 

David Jampsa for their generous dona-

tion along with Kathy and Paula for their 

winning bid. 

Support from members of the Saddlebred 

community is critical to enable us to con-

tinue our efforts of saving Saddlebreds 

from slaughter and to place them in new 

and productive homes.  These horses 

enable new people to get introduced to 

the breed to help ensure there will be a 

future.  The visibility from this auction at 

the convention also goes a long way to 

making people aware of our efforts. 

 
ñThank you so much for your kind words. 

We are so pleased that we can ógive backô 

to the breed we love. The Nutcracker 

Team are doing the best we can to take 

care of the beginning of our horses life 

and I feel we as breeders, and owners we 

need to support those who are taking care 

of our wonderful horses at the end of their 

lives (or we hope, new beginnings!). 

Nealia and Pat do a great job and I hope, 

as you do, that we can be an example to 

others to contribute and help with their 

cause. Thanks again, 

-Kris Schonesò 
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Christy Parker 

Happy New Year and on with 2008 we 

go!  Taking some time to reflect on the 
entity that Saddlebred Rescue has be-

come, I am amazed.  What started out 

as a little hope that we could save a few 

lucky Saddlebreds and return them to 

useful lives has now become a rapidly 

growing nonprofit that not only saves 

HUNDREDS of horses each year but 

also introduces many new admirers and 

riders to our wonderful breed. Saddle-

bred Rescue has impressed members of 

our own breed but also crossed the 
breed boundary to earn recognition by 

our sportôs governing body, USEF.  

With very humble beginnings, Saddle-

bred Rescue received an enormous 

ñshot in the armò with the addition of 

Pat and Nealia, along with Jason, Jessie 

and Brian and quickly outgrew its 

original goals, website, location and 

budget.  

2008 holds much hope for our beloved 

rescues. With the addition of Anne 

Butler the rescues will now have some-

one to consistently work them and al-

low Saddlebred Rescue to evaluate the 

rescues even more in depth.  Of course, 

we still need your help! This coming 

year in addition to saving and rehoming 

more horses than ever we hope to raise 
funds for new fencing and repairs in 

New Jersey along with some additional 

hay feeders.   Perhaps, most impor-

tantly,  my personal goal is to make 

sure Saddlebred Rescue is financially 

sound enough to be able to add a sti-

pend or salary to our Executive Direc-

tor position.  

Pat Johnson is our Executive Director 

and she works tirelessly to organize, 
promote and expand Saddlebred Res-

cue with no financial retribution what 

so ever.  This position requires much 

more than a 40 hour work week and up 

till now she refused any reimbursement 

for her time and effort always putting 

herself last due to her concern for the 

financial security of Saddlebred Res-

cue. We hope to change that in 2008! 

When I was teaching school a child 
gave me a framed print of a wonderful 

saying that I think is very poignant. 

Once a man was walking along a 

beach. The sun was shining and it 

was a beautiful 

day. Off in the 

distance he 

could see a per-

son going back 

and forth between the surf's edge 

and and the beach. Back and forth 

this person went. As the man ap-

proached he could see that there 

were hundreds of starfish stranded 

on the sand as the result of the tide.  

The man was stuck by the the appar-

ent futility of the task. There were 

far too many starfish. Many of them 

were sure to perish. As he ap-

proached the person continued the 

task of picking up starfish one by one 

and throwing them into the surf.  

As he came up to the person he said, 

"You must be crazy. There are thou-

sands of miles of beach covered with 

starfish. You can't possibly make a 

difference." The person looked at the 

man. He then stooped down and pick 

up one more starfish and threw it 

back into the ocean. He turned back 

to the man and said, "It sure made a 

difference to that one!"  

May we all make a difference in 2008!  
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A Letter From Our President  
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Theresa Scott, Head Squirrel 

Let me introduce myself. My name is 
Theresa Scott, I live in New Jersey and 

am 12-1/2 years old. I started riding 
when I was 4 and right now I am the 

Head Squirrel and the Junior Crash Test 

Dummy at Saddlebred Rescue. As the 
head squirrel, I take my duties very seri-

ously. What can I say, I am hooked! 

Saddlebred Rescue is a wonderful or-
ganization and Nealia McCracken and 

Pat Johnson are amazing women who 

give so much of themselves to help these 
horses. My friend, Kate, introduced me 

to SBR and I started volunteering there a 
little over a year ago. What a year it has 

been! I have seen a lot of rescues come 
and go. Some have been fairly young and 

others fairly old. Some come in and are in 
pretty good shape while others are not 

much more than skin and bones. I have 
been heartbroken when several passed 

away and very happy when one mare who 
came in pregnant gave birth to a little 

colt. Some of our ñtreasuresò have papers 
and some of them have lost their identi-

ties completely. But no matter how old 
they are, what they look like or who they 

are or are not, I love them all and love 

working with them. 

 Most of these treasures stand quietly and 
enjoy all the love and attention that they 

can get. They love being fussed over and 
getting groomed and groomed and 

groomed some more. I really think they 
like it when I talk softly to them as I 

brush them and pick their feet. I try to 
give them treats, making sure to always 

have lots of carrots and soft peppermints 
with me. It makes me so sad that so many 

of them donôt know what treats are. The 
good part is that they learn to like the 

treats and look forward to them pretty 

quickly. 

 A typical day at the rescue might go 
something like this: First, ask Nealia what 

horse she would like me to ride. Second, 
ask anyone if they know where that horse 

is and go get it. If no one knows, start 
searching the horse village and the pad-

docks. This can be a little bit of a prob-
lem, especially, if the horse you are look-

ing for doesn't have a name tag because 

A Day At The Rescue 

Continued on next page... 
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a 17 year old green broke horse?  No-

body we know.  Nealia thought about it 

and said ñThis horse has been driving 

for years, maybe we should try thatò.   
Well, he is going to make a great be-

ginner driving horse.  

 Rudy is rideable but very nervous and 

game.  Nealia decided to try driving 

him as well.   She thinks cones driving 

may be for him.  He is well broke to 

drive and seems to enjoy it. 

 As we think about those two horses we 

think about the people who love horses 
but who donôt want to ride but might 

enjoy driving.  How about those people 

who are not physically able to ride or 

those that feel they are too old to learn 

to ride.  How can Saddlebreds fit into 

their lives?  Letôs take a page out of the 

Combined Driving book and bring 

some of those ideas into our stables and 

shows?  Have you ever set up a series 

of cones in your ring to drive thru or 

obstacles that your horse needs to ne-
gotiate?  It can be a lot of fun and a 

place for some of the people and horses 

that donôt want or canôt to ride.  What 

about those people who want a change 

of pace?  Do you get bored in the win-

ter?  Do you want to keep your horses 

and riders entertained?  Many shows 

are looking for new and interesting 

classes.  Take this idea forward and get 

it going in your area.  You can always 

Pat Johnson 

In order to be most effective Saddle-

bred Rescue needs to develop a plan 
for each and every horse.  A plan that 

tells potential adopters where a horse 

will fit in.   A plan that will make sense 

for each and every horse.  Something 

that says this horse should fit into this 

situation or it will not fit into this one.  

It is best suited as a trail horse, a driv-

ing horse, broodmare or a lawn orna-

ment.  We must keep in mind that not 

all the horses Saddlebred Rescue gets 

want to be lesson horses.  Some of 
them donôt want to be ridden so what 

do we do with them?  We have found 

that there is a need to figure out what 

we can do with some of the horses that 

donôt fit into the mold we thought 

would work for them.  It isnôt an op-

tion to place them all as lawn orna-

ments as there just arenôt enough 

homes for horses there.  So we try and 

figure out what they will be happy 

doing.  All of us need to be creative in 

figuring out places that these horses 

will fit in.  

Here are a couple of examples: 

Splash didnôt like being ridden.  He is 

about 17 and wasnôt interested in being 

ridden.  It didnôt appear that he was 

ever broke to ride which wasnôt going 

to make him easy to place.  Who wants 
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Thinking Outside The Box 

come to us to adopt 

Splash, Rudy or an-

other of our rescues 

that are well 
equipped to do the 

job. 

 Another project we are starting is 

called the Pegasus Project.  In addition 

to Saddlebreds we have a couple of 

older Standardbreds that have taken 

refuge at North Wind Stables.  They 

obviously have never been ridden but 

drive wonderfully.  We are in the proc-

ess of developing a way for those 
horses to help people who are not fortu-

nate enough to have horses in their 

lives.  We are going to contact organi-

zations that have children that need 

outlets, battered and abused women 

and children, families of soldiers in 

Iraq or elsewhere in the world and let 

them come learn to drive and experi-

ence what horses can do for them.  

Who knows where it may lead too.  

You have no way of knowing where 

those peopleôs lives will take them and 
what they may do with the experience.  

The fact that we are doing this project 

with rescues may help people see that 

there are other options for their lives as 

well, after all these horses would have 

probably been slaughtered if we didnôt 

buy them and bring them to Saddlebred 

Rescue. 

about  90% of the rescues are chestnut 
with white markings on their faces. Third, 

pamper the horse the best you can and get 
to know more about the horse so you can 

try to understand why they may do certain 
things or are afraid of certain things. 

Fourth, ride the horse to see if the horse is 
a child's horse, for more of an experienced 

rider, or just in the middle. Then you re-
peat all of that as many times as you can 

during the day, and that is pretty much 
describes a day at the rescue. The fifth 

step comes after I get home. Thatôs when I 
have to make sure I post about each of the 

horses I have ridden that day. 

 It is pretty amazing to me when I look 
at these rescues who have lost so much 

and worked so hard, that they can still 
look at life and people and want to 

please us so they can have another 
chance. They still have so much to 

give. Lots of them are PERFECT les-
son horses and some might like only 

one rider, but each one of these horses 
have taught me a lot about life and 

understanding even if they are at SBR 
for a short amount of time. Every sin-

gle one of these treasures are special in 
their own way and I think that each one 

deserves to find a forever home where 
someone will love and care for them 

for the rest of their lives, don't you? 

Theresa Scott and Jiminy Cricket 

...A Day At The Rescue, contôd 


